
Are You in Middle School or 
High School? 

American Association of University Women 
(AAUW) Flagler Announces Its  

ESSAY CONTEST 
Topic for 2019-2020 

 
It was summer, 1848 Seneca Falls at Wesleyan Chapel, when 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton read the “Declaration of Sentiments” and 
fired the first shot in the fight to win the vote for women. A 72-
year-long battle ensued and resulted in the passage and 
ratification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Many 
viewed this as a radical change. Imagine you have been 
transported back in time and now live in 1919. The final push for 
passage of the 19th Amendment is in full swing. Campaigns, both 
for and against, are crisscrossing to secure votes by state 
legislators. Both political and social norms were in the process of 
changing. Consider and discuss the pros and cons of the 19th 
Amendment finally ratified on August 26, 1920. What impact has 
its passage had on your generation?  

 
Title of Essay: “Women Won the Vote” 

Open to Grades 7-8 and 9-12 
Length: 600 to 1000 words – Grades 7-8 (Title page 

and bibliography excluded) 
Length: 1000 to 1500 words – Grades 9-12 (Title page 

and bibliography excluded) 
 

Deadline: January 15, 2020 
Prize: $50.00 Grades 7-8 | $100.00 Grades 9-12 
AAUW Flagler will announce the winners in February 

2020. Each winner will receive a certificate, a cash prize of 
$50.00 (Middle SchoolLevel), $100.00 (High School Level), and 
will be invited to attend AAUW Flagler’s March General 
Meeting, Celebrating Women’s History Month.  



 

American Association of University Women 
(AAUW) Flagler Essay Cover Sheet 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

American Association of University Women (AAUW) Flagler - 
Women Won the Vote Essay Contest 2019-2020 

(This information is for school use) 

Student’s Name: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name: 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Address: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: ______________ Zip: 
______________________ 

Telephone No.: 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Name of School: __________________________________________________________ 
Grade: _____ 

Number of Words in Essay: 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Permission: I understand that my student is 
participating in AAUW Flagler’s “Women Won the Vote” Essay 
Contest and authorize AAUW Flagler to publish photos of 
him/her if he/she should receive recognition for this entry. 

Parent/Guardian Name: 
_____________________________________________________ 



TOPIC: It was summer, 1848 Seneca Falls at Wesleyan Chapel, when Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton read the “Declaration of Sentiments” and fired the first shot in the 
fight to win the vote for women. A 72-year-long battle ensued and resulted in 
the passage and ratification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
Many viewed this as a radical change. Imagine you have been transported back 
in time and now live in 1919. The final push for passage of the 19th Amendment 
is in full swing. Campaigns, both for and against, are crisscrossing to secure 
votes by state legislators. Both political and social norms were in the process of 
changing. Consider and discuss the pros and cons of the 19th Amendment finally 
ratified on August 26, 1920. What impact has its passage had on your 
generation?  

PARTICIPANTS: GRADES 7-8 AND 9-12. Students in public, private, parochial, and 
home schoolers are eligible. This contest is conducted without regard to 
race, religion, sex, or national origin. DO NOT SUBMIT A STUDENT 
PHOTOGRAPH WITH ENTRY.  

LENGTH: Grades 7-8: 600 to 1000 words. Grades 9-12: 1000 to 1500 words. 
Title page and bibliography excluded. 

FORM: The text of the essay may be handwritten in BLACK INK, typed, or prepared 
using a computer/word processor, using a black type in a non-script font no 
smaller than 12 point and no larger than 14 point.  

Essay should be spaced at least 1.5 lines.  

DO NOT SINGLE SPACE.  

Limited vision students may use Braille, a tape recorder, or a very large type. A 
written transcript, along with a teacher’s or physician’s letter attesting to the 
student’s special need must be submitted.  

The essay must be the student’s original work. 

Responses to the topic are to be PARAPHRASED. Proper citations MUST be 
included. Plagiarism, copying and pasting directly from source(s), without 
proper citation WILL NOT BE EXCUSED. 

A title page, including the following information, must be submitted: 

1. Title of Essay: “Women Won the Vote” 
2. A subtitle is permitted 
3. Student’s full name, address, city. state, zip. (If the school and/or parent 

prohibits such disclosure, then the parent/guardian or school contact 
information may be listed. 

4. Name of School and Grade Level 
5. Number of Words in Essay 



BIBLIOGRAPHY: The essay MUST include a bibliography, works cited, or reference page for ALL 
references used. If Internet sources are used, the source MUST be cited using 
MLA, APA, or Chicago Style formatting. Students MUST include the electronic 
address, aka link, used to access the electronic source. Students are encouraged 
to use credible sources. Wikipedia is not considered a credible source.  

Plagiarism, copying and pasting directly from source(s), without proper citation 
WILL NOT BE EXCUSED and WILL BE DISQUALIFIED.  

JUDGING AND 
AWARDS: 

Judging will be based on historical accuracy, remaining on topic, 
material organization, originality, interest, spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, in-text citation and bibliography.  

DEADLINE: Entries are to be submitted to instructors by January 15, 2020. Instructors are 
to forward all entries to Sabrina Crosby By January 21, 2020 for pick-up by 
AAUW Flagler.  

 
	  

For More Information Contact: 
Kimble Medley, Publicity/Social Media Director, American Association of University 

Women (AAUW) Flagler 
Phone 386 864 5162 | Email: kimblemedley@gmail.com 

Information contained in these materials are neither sponsored nor endorsed by 
the School Board of Flagler County, its agents, or its employees. 

	  


